
17 Jan 2020 Chat & Chew Summary 

 

The second Chat & Chew of the 2019.20 school year occurred on Friday, 17Jan2020.  Dr. Minus opened the 

meeting noting these meetings provided an informal opportunity to engage with the parent community, and 

to share in the collaborative approach to the “Art of Education.”  The topic of discussion for today’s meeting 

was Supporting Students in AP Level Courses. 

AP National, State, & Local (NSL) Gov. teacher Ms. Michelle Games spoke to keeping your student 

motivated, while also providing a socially/emotionally safe environment while taking AP courses.  She noted 

the importance of reading fluency to increase the likelihood of success in AP.  She strongly encouraged as 

much reading as possible during the Elementary School and Middle School grades.  She also noted there is 

an expectation of independence, especially once students reach 11th & 12th grade.  But there are a lot of 

support mechanisms for students in AP (and in general for all students).  Ms. Games also noted pursing AP 

classes where there is an intrinsic interest will facilitate independence and success. 

Several questions/concerns were raised by parents. 

• A freshman parent noted the pitch to 8th grade parents was AP NSL was a way to save money, 

without full disclosure of the amount of work involved.  His student is pending 4+ hr/night doing AP 

NSL homework.  A decision made in January of the prior year has now created a lot of stress.  He 

requested more transparency prior to registration; perhaps make a class syllabus available for review 

at the time of registration.   

• When asked what should we talk to our kids about before signing up for AP classes it was suggested 

to talk to them about: What’s your goal? Where do you see yourself in 2 years?  What are you 

Interested in? (Trying to gage if this is even a topic they are interested in and would be self-motivated 

to learn.) 

• Working with counselling, a four-year education plan is generated for each student.  Parents 

requested to please make sure this information is communicated home. 

• When introducing the AP classes on the first day, Admin is encouraging Teachers to send the 

message of hope verses despair …It’s not easy, but a good challenge. Instead of saying it’s going to 

be REALLY hard, which was scaring the kids to leave, Admin would like the kids to challenge 

themselves if appropriate and send the message that the teachers will be there when they struggle.      

• The school is judicious about students dropping classes once they have been started.  SHS would 

rather have students access existing support mechanisms which are available for all classes, including 

AP courses. 

• Taking AP classes is about exposure to class that are more challenging and a higher level of learning 

verse taking it to try to get college credit- this is a message we want parents to tell kids. 

• Students can repeat any class, including AP classes, to try and get a better grade.  However, only the 

most recent grade will be recorded, even if lower than the first attempt. 

• There is an increased amount of pressure on students in this region.  Hence, there is a large role for 

parents to help manage course load, and have critical conversations at home.  Parents also need to 

keep in mind their students are often attempting to meet parent expectations. 

• Colleges and universities are often looking for growth or maintenance of rigor.  In other words, 

student taking AP classes as Sophomores and Juniors should try to maintain the same level of rigor as 

Seniors, and not “take their Senior year off.” 

 



Topics for Future Chat & Chews 

The participants were asked for future discussion topics 

1. Social Media 

2. Cells phones in school 

3. Why so much focus on college? 

4. Personal interest inventories to help focus areas of study? 

Other suggestions are welcome.  Please email either Dr. Eric Minus or Randall MacGill with thoughts and 

ideas. 
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